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The concept of «knowledge society» and the «risk society» as a unified theory of the fundamental provisions of the knowledge society is considered. It is proved that basic tendencies of development of the modern economy (dominance of knowledge in the processes of creating new wealth and the formation of corporate value, network way of management, globalization and institutionalization) are accompanied by the occurrence of the positive effects of knowledge dissemination, and negative consequences of risk. It is concluded that o modern economy has the dual nature, manifested in the duality of the «knowledge – risks» as the main driving forces of its development.
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This article summarizes some of the results of the conducted by the author sociological research in the form of expert interviews on contemporary social role of Orthodoxy and the Russian Orthodox Church in Rostov region, Krasnodar and Stavropol territories in May 2012. The opinions of experts (scientists, clerics and officials) on the status of Russian Orthodox Church in southern Russia, the formal de jure equality and conservatism in the views of the diocesan clergy and laity are compiled and analyzed.
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